124.   SPEECH ON SWADESHI, SURAT^

October 12, 1921

Mahatmaji addressed the audience for about half an hour and exhorted
the people to concentrate their attention on swadeshi only. He said he knew
Surat and Surat knew him. He had heard very good reports about Surat
during his recent tour, and the sea of white caps before him was not surprising
to him. He was, however, pained to find his sisters of Surat yet not taking
to khaddar. If, he said, swaraj was to be established through Gujarat, and if
Surat was to lead, much yet remained to be done within the short period of two
months and a half.

Good work was no doubt done by Surat till then, but yet much remained
to be done. Swadeshi must permeate every particle of their blood. It ought
to be realized that it was a sin to touch foreign cloth. Mahatmaji said he
had explained and said all he had to say and explain up till then. Swadeshi
was the only work now to be done. For perfect peace, for Hindu-Muslim
unit}7, for relief to the poor and the famine-stricken, for the chastity of the
women, there was but one thing, viz, the charkha, Khaddar cap or a coat for
the meeting only was not enough, though that was something. He was now
thinking of economizing his time and energy and instead of wasting words was
going to employ himself whole-heartedly in khaddar-production only. That
would be a better service to the country. He then explained why he adopted
the present change in his dress and took only to the loin-cloth. He wanted to
set an example, when so many of his own countrymen and women were going
naked. Hand-spun and hand-woven khaddar was the need of the hour,
and if Surat alone did this no civil disobedience will have to be resorted to.
They should give up all processions and even meetings. Time was to be spared
for spinning and weaving. That was more eloquent than his own speech. He
was going to set the example shortly. His message to Surat was swadeshi and
swadeshi alone. Time though short was enough for the honest and determined
persons. This was a religious crusade and they could not cheat God. To
Hindus he especially pointed out the sin and curse of untouchability. God
would not forgive them if untouchability remained. God hears these six crores
of untouchables and he has consequently made their oppressors untouchables
to the rest of the world.
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* On the bank of the Tapti near the historic old castle